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A fhort Appress to the Gentlemen who now diftinguifh themfelves 
‘By the name of Wuics, 
“GENTLEMEN, 
. F you are Whigs, you need fear nothing from 
@ me, for | profefs myfelf one in the true fenfe of 
‘S) the word. I mean not therefore to infult, but, 
if | can, to reform you. . As individuals, you 
have a right toany place or office under the go- 
vernment, butmene as aparty to rule the whole. 
You feem: riot to, be contented to live upon. an 
owe “equality with your fellow-fubjects; but to ftrut 
and tower above them at your pleafure. You muft either have all | 
power or no pewer, all pofts, or norpofts ; that is, you muft have the | 
perfons, properties, and liberties.of the nation wholly at your command. 
In word, nothing will fatisfy you, but making the one half of the 
people a fet of {pecious flaves, and: Royalty'ittelf a fplendid phantom. 
You'll no doubt afk a preof of ail this. (1 hall give it you; and, . 
as.I would not-tire you with the length of it, 1 fhall trace you: no far- 
ther back than to about the year forty: for, 1 never chufe to load the - 
memory of thofe whofe lips are fealed by death, and whocan't there- , 
fore anfwer for themfelves. You remember, very well, gentlemen, 
that the-adminiftration about that time, threw the nationinto'a flame. 
Some of you were nearly connected with the.obnoxious minifter, but 


you were either aot able, or not willing:to fupport.him. Al 
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bottomed plan was formed for the extinCtion of parties, and admit- 
ting all without difcrimination to the fervice and honours of their 
country. Allow me to afk you, whether you did not concur in, 
and agree to this plan? But tell us, at the fame time, how it was 
executed? Did you not take care to place yourfelves in the center of 
this broad-bottom, and only admit fo many of the other denomination 
upon the edges of it, as were juft fufficient to keep you in a fafe bal- 
lance, and who cou!d be fhoved off when you needed them no more? 
Did you not amufe one with atitle, and another with a place, which 
neverthelefs you referved ftill in your own power, and could refume 
again when you pleafed? The confequence of ail which was, that ac- 
cording to your own defign, you got in a fhort time the whole broad- 
bottom to yourfelves: for who was made treafurer and chancellor of 
the exchequer? who fecretary of ftate, Gc. ’Tis needlefs to {pe- 
cify: the tacts are too obvious to be difputed. 

AGAIN, gentlemen, at that period, did not you undertake to cor- 
rect all the errors of your predecefior, for which he was turned out ? 
Allow me modeftly to afk the queftion, How many of them you did 
correct and avoid in your own conduct? A committee was appointed 
to examine his accounts: under whofe aufpices was it, that he came 
off blamelefs ? Were thanks due to his own honefty, or your fa- 
vour? If tothe former, methinks, he fhould have been reftored to 
his place again: if to the latter, it becomes me to impute it to meer 
humanity ; for you yourfelves could dread nothing from his condem- 
nation: or rather you were willing, it may be, to let him die in 
peace, as you had got what you wanted; for what good: would his 
life dotoyou? 

Wauen you were thus fettled, what methods did you take in order 
to maintain and eftablifh yourfelvyes? Did you renounce his maxims 
of government, as the nation, from a change of hands, had ground 
to expect? or rather, did not fome of you, on whom all the reft de- 
pended, openly adopt and defend one of his firft principles; That he 
is aspitiful fellow of a minifter, who can’t keep out any one that op- 
pofes his meafures? Did not you, gentlemen, practife this doétrine in 
its full latitude? for when a certain nobleman, lately deceafed, was 
like totake the lead from you, did you not come in a body to refign, 
unlefs his late Majefty would turn him out? And at what time did . 
you aé& this dutiful part to that Prince whofe memory you now pre- 
tend is fo dear to you? Why, when a war was raging far and wide ; 
a rebellion in the bowels of the nation; and he knew not where to 
oppofe his enemies firft. This flep fhewed not only your refpeét to 
him ; but alfo your concern for the fafety of your country. Butthere | 
was fomething, it feems which you had a greater re{pe to than ei- 
ther of thefe, and that was a jealous anxiety for your own power. You 
were refolved, it feems, that become of King or country what would, 
the wheels of government fhould not move unleis you guided them : 
that neither Sovereign nor fubje& fhould be protected, unlefs you 


had the honour to take them under your own wings, 
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Besipes, you know, gentlemen, that when any man of the op- 
polite party became troublefome, you took care, as the phrafe is, to 
take him off: witnefs a certain Right Hon. gentleman, to whom 
you gave a place in the treafury in Ireland about that time. This ex- 
pedient, you thought, no doubt, you might ufe without any danger to 

our own power; for this gentleman had given fo many offences and 
difguft to his Majefty, as made you firmly hope, he would never have 


either the heart, or the ear of his Sovereign. He belonged originally _ 


to another party, and had fpoken fo very freely of a certain Ele@to- 


rate, that he could not be very acceptable to the perfon of the E—r, 


However, he was not fo much attached to that party, as not to leave 
it when a better offer was made by you. With you, therefore, he 
always continued till a new vacancy opened, which, he thought, he 
might very well fill. As often as he found you not difpofed to indulge 
him at once, he left you, and returned to the other fide, till by pro- 
per ways and means he could bring you to terms. This courfe you 
and he continued, till, perhaps, you were tired of employing, and 
the other fide of trufting him, after he had fo often jockeyed you 
both. You know, gentlemen, I could adduce a great many more 
inftances of all denominations, who have been taken in and turned 
out by you, as it appeared they were neceflary, or otherwife to the 
fupport of your intereft. Thecity of London, as well as different 
parts of the country, can vouch for this affertion. 

PermiT me, farther, gentlemen, to put you in mind, that in the 
preceding adminiftration, bribery and corruption were faid to be ufe- 
ful engines to preferve the minifter in his power: and the world does 
much belie you, if you did not confirm their utility by practice ; 
and, I believe, that no body can doubt, that the public money was 
often fquandered away in carrying on elections and purchafing votes. 
Such practices convey to mea ftrange notion of a Whig; for I had 
always been taught to affign to him the idea of an honeft man. One 
thing is certain, gentlemen, a deluge of perjury hath overflowed the 
land; and it is generally imputed to the infamous art of debauching 


people’s confciences at thefe elections ; for thofe who will {wear falfe- 


ly in one cafe, will not fcruple to forfwear themfelves in another. 


The confequence of which is, that no man’s property is now fafe. ’ 


This vice is one of the greateft plagues of this kingdom. That‘power 


had better never been earned,. which was earned at fuch expence ;’ 


and that place, however honourable, better refigned than kept with 
{uch offence to God, and prejudice to man. Politicians may laugh 


at thefe reflections, while they are reveling in the plenitude of their’ 


uncontrouled might ; but, the minifter, who either permits or practi- 


ces fuch iniquitous expedients, takes the moft effectual way to diffolve 


all government, and is the worft minifter a country can acquire. It 
has been faid, to your praife, that you patronized liberty of confci- 
ence; but the art of bribing, is teaching confcience to take too great 


Liberty. 
As 
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Aslam upon this point, gentlemen, you'll not be offended, if I 
‘tell you, that fome aicribe the rife of the rebellion in Forty-five to 
fuch proceedings as thefe: for a certain nobleman, who had been 
very ferviceable in quelling that of Fifteen, being turned out of his 
place, becaute he would not vote with fome of you, conceived fuch 
refentment (of which he was but too fufceptible) at this ufage, that 
he began immediately to fow the feeds of the laft infurrection. You 
may remember too, at leaft I have heard, that anothér had raifed a 
body of his vaflals for the fervice of the government, andonly aiked the 
favour of you, which you had granted to others, vz. that hts fon, who 
was to be their colonel, might be allowed to name the interior officers ; 
you thought fit to deny his requeft; and this denial provoked him to 
turn his arms agajn{t his country, to his own and family’s deftruction. 
All fuch infurre@ticns are to be held in the utmoft detcitation by 
every friend of Britain ; but perhaps, they may not be altogether 
guililefs who give unnecefiary handles for popular commotion. A 
good minilter will be upon his guard againft giving any juft caufe of 
offence; for tho’ the injured perfon may feel the effects of it firft, it 
feldom fails at laft to recoil back upon the aggreffor’s own head. 

Azour that period alfo, gentlemen, we entered into a war with 
Spain, principally on the account of their fearching our fhips. That 
war was conducted by fome of you; and after a courfe of feven or 
eight years, you thought fit to terminate it by the peace of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. At that peace, you gave up the very thing for which we 
had commenced hoitilities, after laying out 30 0r 40 millions upon 
the war. Accertain gentleman, whom you can name, had declaim- 
ed with great warmth again{t this injuftice and infolence of the 
Spaniards in fearching our fhips. But when the peace was made, 
and you had yielded it to them, he harrangued as eloquently. on the 
juititication of what.you haddone. Eight or ten years was a great 
while, .and;had afforded many new lights: and indeed he acknow- 
ledged it himfelf, and made ufe of this argument to reconcile: his 
then compliance with his former inflexibility. Permit me, by, the 
; way, gentlemen, ju(t to hint to.you, that the prefent miniftry re- 
ag covered in half a year, what you had waged war for eight years. 
ss withouteffect, to obtain, But, how fhall I account for yourcon- 

~ » du&? You feem now to defpife the article of xo fearch, for which 

you then carried on an eight years war, There is fome myftery in 
this matter, which you:can unfold. 

AFTER having reminded you of thefe particulars, allow us, gen-. 
tlemen, to hope that. we fhall hear no more of the prefent minifter’s. 
having no natural intereft; that is, as you explain it, no popularity 
in the South ; for you know, that on the account of the meafures 
juft now mentioned, fome.of thofe who are now your leaders, and 

whom you feem difpoled commifcere cajum & terram, in order to. 

reftore, had not the leaft; fhadew_of popularity, either in the South 

or North, for 40 yearstogether. We expec alfo, that you'll never- 


men- 


’ 
ty 
4 
a 
4 


No. 36. THE BRITON. vie 


“mention more the minifter’s, not being recommended by long fervi- 
ces; tor if one fhould afk what fervices thefe your leaders have done, 
fome profane people would fwear they never were capable of ferving 
either themfelves or the public. Thereis one indeed, who is {aid 
to have done effential fervice to the nation; but then you know it is 
a problem with many, whether he did not lofe all the merit of it, 
by plunging us fo deep into continental conne@tions, by which means, 
he was wounding with one hand, while he was healing with the 
other. Thole who adhere to this opinion, have his own former! 
avowed judgment on their fide; for he had always declared, that 
~thefe connections were, and would be, the bane of this country. Be- 
fides, gentlemen, you are not fure that you don’t count too faft, when 
you reckon him of your fide, for you know, that his principles are 
‘of the motley kind, nunc inter hos, nunc inter illos. Vir omnium 
partium, & pars omnium virorum. So far as we can judge from this 
ma pers publick conduct, ke feems never to have had any fet of 
fixed principles at all; but that, on the contrary, he left himéfelf at 
the convenient liberty of veering about as his occafions required. 
‘Thefe objections, therefore, gentlemen, againft the minifter, are the 
very worlt you could poflibly have chofen, as the whole infamy of 
them redounds upon your own heads. As to the place of his birth, 
which even the moit modelt of you feem willing to nibble at, while 
-yet their confciences appear to {mite them for fo doing ; you know, 
gentlemen, that if he was born in any part of Great Britain, hehas the 


dame right to any poft or office under the government as a have. 


Some ignorant perfons might not. know this when he firlt entered 
upon his prefent office, and therefore might raife a clamour about a 
Scotchman’s being at the head of the Englith treafury, as fome ex- 
prefied it to deccive the people; but you knew better, and fhould 
have informed them, it was neither the treafary of England, nor of 
Scotland, but of Great Britain. As to the want of experience, which 
‘you charge upon him; if he hasdone, and can do his duty, it is no 
matter how he learned it, whether from theory or practice. Some 
of you had been in the.{chool of experience for more than 40 years, 
and yet many think you are far from being compleat ftatefmen at this 

To thefe points,“ gentlemen, I fappofe you have heard, 
that 35 millions have already:been offered for the fupplies of the cur- 
rentyear. Isthis a proof that the mimifter has no intereft in the 
nation, or that the people) have no confidence in him, as fome of 
you have often fcurriloufly given out ?/When was fuch-a fum ever 
oftered before? or rather, when was the half of fuch a fum ever 
-offered before? You feem, gentlemen, to have taken a wrong efti- 
‘mate of this minifter from the beginning, which may have led you to 
hurt yourfelves as individuals: for as to the caufe which you profets 
to efpoufe, I firmly believe it will never be hurt by the pre‘ent ad- 
miniftration. His Majefty, I hope, is both too wife, and too good, 
to make the caufe itfelf fuffer for the faults of fome pretended friends 
to it, who have been wanting in their duty to him. I fay, fome who 


“have been wanting in their duty tohim,; for lam far from chacgmg 
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) you all; but it is but too notorious, that fome have been egregioufly 
| fo, who cali themfelves of your party. 
You muft not now be angry, gentlemen, if I] take the liberty to 
afirm, you are no Whigs, tho’ you aflume the name; for, it is the 
fir(t Arucle of the Whig’s creed, and indeed the fum of all the reft, 
That the King basa right to chufe his fervants, and that all his loyal 
fubjeéts fhould enjoy equal liberties and privileges. “Thus it was fet- 
tled at the Revolution, and confirmed again by the fucceflion of 
the prefent Royal Family: but both thefe articles you renounced, 
and violated, in a late reign, as well as in the preteat : for then, and 
now, you would allow the King to have no fervants, but fuch as you 
thought fittoimpole upon him, nor any fubject a poft or place, but 
fuch.as you chofe to promote. By which means, the one half of the 
nation were robbed of their natural privileges, under the odious name 
of Tories, tho’ all the while they contribute to the fupport of go- 
vernment equally with you. There might be fome colour for a pro- 
ceeding of this kind fome years ago, when prejudices and party-prin- 
ciples ran too high in the minds of many; but now, there is not fo 
much as a {hadow of a pretence for it: for yourfelves not only own, 
but boaft, (and you’ll certainly admit your own teftimony) that fach 
an unanimity was never known in the nation, as there has been for 
dix or feven years paft. Is not this a plain declaration from your own 
aAnouths, that the Tories, as you call them, were reconciled? Was 
not the laft.parliament, and likewife the prefent, chofen under your 
aufpices? Did you not reckon them equally loyal fubjects then with 
_yourtelves, and that therefore they had a:right to.the fame pofts and 
offices with you? Are they not the famé:now as they were then? 
-and yet you now exclaim againfl giving.them any, nay, brand them 
with the name of’ Jacobites. Be not deceived, gentlemen, we are 
not fo fhort-fighted, as not to fee through this difguife. We think, 
that fome of you, (for others are doubtlefs very re{pectable) hang out 
ethefe opprobrious names, ta invite weak well-meaning people to 
join you in overturning the prefent adminiftration, and fo help you 
into your defpotif{m again: but I believe, no clear-fighted Whig will 
Last y, excufe me when I tell you, that I think the prefent ad- 
‘miniftration;is the oniy one | ever remember to have proceeded upon 
-true and genuine W hig-principles; for they allow the crown its due | 
-prerogative,;; and the fubjedts their juft liberties ; and they admit into 
places of tru(t, without difcrimination,.every man. of ability who is 
loyal to hisdXingand countty, and qualified according to law. Thefe 
are truly revolutional and conftitutional meafures, while thofe, which 
you are new, purfuing, arezin the ftrifteftdente of the word factious 
and jacobitieal, as thofd you have formerly purfued, were tyrannical 
and oppreffive., 1 am, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
ied 3 A W.H1G. 


Hammerfanith, 
be continued. ) 
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